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Chardonnay 2023

The Groenlandberg is an isolated, fynbos covered, cloud catching mountain that forms
the backdrop of the Oak Valley Estate. The terroir of these wines with its Bokkeveld Shale
rich in clay soils, the cool climate of the Elgin Valley, the high altitude and gentle
winemaking practices only a stones throw from the vineyard, is what gives this wine its
character and depth of fruit. Wines that truly reflect the place where they are grown.

VINTAGE NOTES

Winter of 2022 provided us with sufficient
rainfall and cold temperatures to bring about
good dormancy. August and September had
some unusually warm days which pushed
forward our budburst by about 10 days.
Flowering conditions were favourable and a
decent crop, similar in size to 2022, was set.
Due to the slightly drier soils during Spring,
we had less vigorous canopies which allowed
for good sun and wind penetration. In
December we received 102mm of rain which
supplemented soil water contents nicely. The
onset of veraison was also slightly earlier as a
result of the earlier onset of the season and
the available soil water assisted its early
completion. January and the first half of
February were cooler compared to 2022, yet
harvest started very early on 30 January with
some young plantings of Chardonnay. From
early February, our Chardonnay and Pinot
Noir blocks quickly came into ripeness. Late
February brought about a sudden drop in
temperatures and also frequent rain. Luckily,
most of our Chardonnay and Pinot Noir
grapes were already in the winery by this
time. March saw a further drop in daytime
temperatures and 160mm of rain, which
quickly turned the vintage into a very tricky
one indeed for the unharvested vineyards all
over the Cape. Luckily for us, our focus is on
the earlier ripening varietals and these were
in excellent condition once again.

YEAR PLANTED | 2008, 2017, 2019

HA. | 2.5,0.69, 150, 0.78, 0.65

PICKING TIME
30 January - 22 February 2023

CLONES | CY548, CY95, CY96, CY76

DISTANCE TO OCEAN | 20.7 km

SOIL | Bokkeveld Shale rich in clay

BLOCK NO
15C, 15D, 17,18, 19

SLOPE
SSE

ALT.
430m

ROOT STOCK | 101-14, US 8-7 Richter 110

TRELLIS SYSTEM
5 Wire VSP System, Guyot

WINELIST DESCRIPTION

A selection of our best barrels of Estate grown
Chardonnay grown high up on the
Groenlandberg in EIgin.

ALCOHOL 13.47% PH 3.24

TOTAL ACIDITY 750 g/1

RESIDUAL SUGAR 1.8g/1

TASTING NOTES

Avery complex nose of oyster shell, fresh
thyme, lemon zest and orange blossom. The
palate is tightly coiled yet very textured showing
yellow peach, gooseberry and tart grapefruit
and finishes with very long, saline finish.

WINEMAKING PHILOSOPHY

Made from a selection of vineyards found
high up along the Groenlandberg is a wine
made to truly represent the vintage and the
terroir in which it is grown. Gentle
winemaking and consistent approach to
French Oak maturation allows one to truly
experience wine grown in a very special place.
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